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by M 


RELATION 


THE 


Engagement 


Of His 'Majeſties Fleet, under the 
Command of His Royal | Highneſs; 
with the Dutch Fleet , 


May 28. 1672, 
My Lord, 


\4 109 He frequent commands T hive r recei- 
TERPEE ved "om your- -Lordfhip for an 
"ES Account of our late Engagement , 
exa@ enoogh to be made publick, 
do at laft end in this following Nars 
ration , which had been ſent you 
ſoonet, if the Weather, and mahy 
other Accidehts that Seanien are liable to, had not 
hindred us frofni having ſtich Accounts fro every Flag, 
as were neceſlary watke up one fit for your Lordſhip, 
4nd rhoſe you intend to impart it to ; whom I will 
ſuppo ſe ts be Landmen, for my own excuſe! For; if [ 
were togive ſuch a Relation a would fully ſitisfie Sea- 
hen; the terms therhſelyes concerning Tacking and 
Wind, &c. without any thing material relating tothe 
Marret, would be too voluntinous, toexpet it ſtiould 
find a Reader out of Wo apping or Rotborit All that 
| pretend ro, is Brevity atid Trutti ; for the firit, I muſt 


tnakeit good az I can; forthe other, I have ſuck Wit- 
heſſes asate taqueſtionable. | 
A Out 


Fx) 


=_ > whole Fleer beingfar Fs in yrrv BY 


10, at etiock Þþ- 
_ Clock the 
ale; one in; 


Tho 


ps oy Sonals of! feng <&Encmy ; upon _—_ 
His POJa 2g Hi ow mere aver f weighing 
Anchor, ah IBF bidh s performed 
with all the ſpeed Eee co TEAS ſhort warn- 


| TORT rs ek whole Re 3qqadr6y were 


a Otern; © which 
order; ke AT time, ee COT TO, Enemy 
having the Wind Yew me LT 


k aadron under Bax- 
zert being the Van of. th t, attacked the French, 
which _ the rept I , they both ſeparated 
themſelves from both their Fleets, and{b evntinued en- 
gaged. ont of our fight almoſt the whole; Sailin 
—_ rh, ys A Brnkoor came batly hes 
npon Monſieur d be aber} but : afterwards nag] ic oa 
hot , kept ara greater 
| The Earl-of ,S jt” ik withche Slows Squadron; in 
_ Van of our Fleet,: was attacked by. Van Gbent, in 
the Rear of theirs, and endeaygrng to get the Wind of 
the Enemy, found.ſo great oppolition, chat after having 
fank a. Man of War which laid him, ON, Boar d, having 
above halt bis mea killed, his Ship wholly dilabled, 
- | ;and having pc off two Firelhips, was,g0 longer in a 
- condition. to put off che.,third, which burnt her.;,. the 
onely Ship we loſt che whole day: Hy Loxd(bip, and 
; all the Officers, except Capt. Haddock,, being loſt with 
ber ;, of which ſome few qrdinary Meg, that were, ſaved 
. - by:Swimming to our Shipp and Boats, give us no farther 
Accgunt.,' 

"The Henry,that Was one of her [Re ons ILSS 
by Capt. Dighy, . Son to the Earl of Briſtol, having pur 
- off leveral Fireſhips ; moſt 0 of hex, | &,. her Captain, 
and almoſt all ker Inferior Officers flain, fell into the 
hands 
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hands of the Dutch 3 byt.was-in a little time retaken, 
and ſent ſafe into Harbor by Gaps. nan In je Pli- 
mouth. 
7 Sir F, oſeph Tordan, Viee Adwinal of he an pur- 
ſued'the deli Ign his Admiral did not live tg-finiſh, and 
ſucceeded in ir, gertingthe Wind of; che Enemy, which 
heand his Diviſi on kept the reſt of the day. . 

| 'The Body of their Fleet commanded by Monſieur 


<& Ruyter, —_— the Body of ours, commanded by 


His Royal Highneſs 3, De Ryyter was:accompanied by 
Van Eſfe, another Admirall , and their Seconds, which 
all at a;conveniene/ diſtance fired upon the Prince, who 
beingso Windward of her own Divifion;cogld receive 
lixtle or ng aſſiſtance from them ; the Capr. Sir FJobn 
Cox killed; the; Main-Top-Maſt, F agfta.. and Scand- 
ard, being-ſhor down, and the Shipirgirely difabled in 
three hours times His Royal Highuel thought, xx conve- 

nient-ro change his Ship. ſo .chat abour Ten a Clock 
being attended; by Mopſeus « Borne, 10y.\ ſelf; . Mr. 
Aſhton, Monſtear.du Pays, and Fobn. Thompſon his beſt 
Pilot, be went En-Board the. i966 Micbael, ' Sir. Robert 
Holpres Commander, and there put upa newftandard, 
which becauſe;of the great fmoak," could' not; be. feen 
well'enough'to-beattended by his Diviſion. About this 
cipe, the Royal Katherine, newly come tram the River 
with freſh Men; and wanting many of the (Conveniencies 
neceflary for her defence,- was boarded, | and cakgn! by 
che;Enemy, her Capt. Sis Fohn Chi brig. carried 
priſoner on Board their Ships ; 'buc the Kngmy leaving 
no great: number of Men,ig. her, they weee afterwards 
overpoyred by ours, whp, carried the Dutch that,bad 
taken her, priſoners, and theShip ſafejnto Hzrbor, His 
Royal Highne&, continued on his way, m_R Cn 
Phenix, Capt. LeMans Gomumgnderon 
and the Fairfax CG; Les Commander, af id he 

the ——_ Ofſary © apdes <lole aStery, cli 
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(4) 
wards Capt. Berry ur the Reſolution, and Sic F retehowul 
Holles in the Cambridge, came alſo on Head of us, bur 
were both very ſoon Jifabled, the latter having als loſt 
her-Commandes; the Earl of Offory in the ViSory took 
their places; the Engagement being very hor allthis 
time. Towards Five in the Evening His Royal High- 
neſs obſerving his Ship to Sail heavily, he London, 
and many of the Vice-Admirals Diviſion having over- 
taken the St. Michael,- found upon enquiry that ſhe had 
ſix foot Water in the Hold ; fo that with the ſame 
Company' he brought thicket, except-his Pilot, 'who 
was killed there, he carried his Standard on Board the 
London, Sit Edward Spragg Commander ; ' wheit'after 
fighting an hour or two with the Ships to Windward, 
they were forced to bear down, and gave opportunity 
to the Duke and Sir Foſeph Fordan tojoyn ; at which 
time de Ryyter put outa Signal, upon which all his Fleec 
bore down to joyn the Zetlanders, who with others had 
engaged the French all day ; who being to Leeward, 
did as well as it was poſſible for thetn to do with the 
diſtance, the Dutch Being ro Windward, kept from 
them, Thus ended the Batcle, and the Day The 
: Duke with about Thirty Sail kept to Windward of the 
' Dutch all night, Randing to the S. E.; and found him- 
elf Kill fo the tiext morning, and {6 continued till 
about Six a Clock; a> fome Ships a Srero, up« 
cp. were the Remainders of our Fleet, 
oyal Highneſs tacked and ſtood with them, and 
Ford Ghote be as hegueſt, and the whole: Froech 
Squadron with: Sy ; about Seven he teturned to 
his "own Ship,” 'as well fitted as was | eas pol BP 
the care of Captain 'Nurbroughe - 
About Ten the whole Fleet were tojterher;, Jnde- 
bout Twelve welaw the Pitch andiny after us; upon 
which we Tacked, havi ws Wicather: Gage," and 


ſtood to ther, ine hopes of Engiping theth preſently : 
But, 
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But, ' when the Van of our Flect'was come op to the 
Fody of theirs, they Tacked, ahd: ſtood'back rowards 
their own Coaſts 3; Notwithſtanding -which-we had 
certainly engaged them, had we not beer. prevented 
about Three a Clock bya ſudden Fogg, whick laſt- 
ed rill Six'; 'and thought then cleared -up, icblew fo 
freſh, and-was (o late, and ſo near their: Bancks, that we 
did not think it fafe: ro Atracke them, but Tontinued 
Sailing by them almoſt within Canon ſhot till Nine at 
Night; when, being within a League of the Oyſter- 


\ Banck, off the Coaſt of Zealand., we Tacked; and 


ſtood cill Three in the Morning to the North-weſt, at 
which time we ſtood back till Six; - co ſee if we could 
perceive the Enemy, which not diſcovering, we An- 
chored till the Afternoon, that we got under Saile, and 
— back to-our own Coaſt,. being very ſtonny WEA- 

cr 

As for our Loſſes, Beſides the Royal Iames, there is 
not one Ship loſt, though feveral' Canimandets ſlain ; 
The Earl of Sandwich, Mr. Digby Capcain of 'the Hen- 
ry, Sir Fretcheville Holles Captain of the' Cambridge, 
Sir Io. Cox Captain of the Prince,” Captain Pearce of the 
St. George, Capraiis Waterworth of the Anne, Captain 
Hainam of the Triumph, Captain Tennes of the Alice 
and Francis Fireſhip, and Monſieur - de la Rabiniere 


' Rear-Admiral of the: French, Captain Elliot of the 


York, Captain Ludman of the Monck; and twoof the 
French Captams, Monfiear des Ardans, and Monſieur du 
Meſnou are wounded, ſeveral Lieuccnants and anferigr 


Qthcets. whe killed, whoſe Names it were roo tedious a 


buſineſs to ſet down.. Of the Volontcers of Note, 
My Lord Maidſtone, Mr. Montague, Mr. Richard Ne 
cholls, and Mr. Roger Vaughan, both of his Royal Highs 
nefſes Bedchamber, Mr.-Trewvantan His Gentleman- 
Uſher , Sir Philip Cartwright , Sir Charles Harbord , 


Captain Bromley, Captain Bennett , Mr. Cotterel, Cap» 
[als 
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-tain Burgh, Captain Barry,, Mr. Napier, Beather to'a 
Scotch Lo:d'of that Name, Mr. Bowles, Je Chevalier 
de Serand, and le Chevalier de Bezy are killed 3, and, if 
;there are any others, their Names are not yet-come to 
our Knowledge: Mr. Tufton, Monficue le Comte de 
Canaples , le Chevalier de Chaſteaumonrant, Montieur 
Eſcorbiac, Mr. Wren, Mr, Hamilton , Mr. Howard, Ms. 
Skelton, and Mr. Hall are all Wounded, 'Mr; May bath 
loſt his Arme, 11 4 | 
. The Advantage we have over the Enemy conſiſts in 
.a Manof Warr taken of 48 Guns, called the Steweren, 
; Commanded by one E/zewir 3 Another taken, hut af- 
terwards ſunck (being Leaky) of 52 Guns, called the 
Toſus, Commanded by ITobn, Dyche; A Third Sunck by 
;the Earl of Sandwich; A Fourth. by Sir Edward'Spragg, 
both betwixt 60 and 70 Guns; a Fireſhip taken, and 
we forced them to Spend moſt of the reſt, without, do- 
10g us any.dammage: We have very gbod grounds to 
. believe we have ſunck more; and amongſt the reſt-;a 
F lagſhip; bat, thinking it better to'erre 0n the modeſt 
fide, Tonely write, Matter of F4&; and, leaſt I ſhould 
break my Word in the other Articte;(I mean of Brevi- 
ty) I Humbly kiſs your Hands, and am, 


My Lord, | 
Your Lotdlhips moſt F aithful, 
and moſt Obedicnt Servant 


' From on Board the Prince, 
» near the Middle Ground, 


Func 6. . 4672. | CULT t H. Sevile. 


The 
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He Writer of this Letter could not think ft to mingle 

in his Relation, any Expreſſions of His Royal High- 
neſs"s Perſonal Bebawior , becanfe it was prepared for bis - 
own ſight : But it is moſt certain, That never any Prince, 
or 1 may be as truly ſaid,any Private perſon,was in an AGi- 
on of War, expoſed to more _ from the beginning to 
the end of it ; His Condu& and Preſence of Mind, equal- 
ling bis Fearleſs Conrage, and carrying him to change bis 
Ship three times, ſetting up the Royal Standard in each 
of them, to animate his own Men, and to braye the Ene- 
”y. 


jy FRY 
ki as _ —_ 
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Ince the Writing of this Letter, is brought in an Account 
of the Killed and Wounded. 

The numbet Killed amounting at the moſt to, between 
Sevenand eighthundred 5 

And the Wounded to about as many : Beſides thoſe that 
were loſt in the Royal James. 

The Loſſes on the part of the Enemy, are ia this parti- 
cular, as in all others, kept very ſecret z onely do own 
from all hands, That they have had as many Men Killed and 
Wounded in this Engagement, as in any two before, 
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